George Spencer Academy

Dear Parents and Carers

Autumn Term 2011 at
George Spencer Academy
has been incredibly busy
with a great deal to cele-
brate.

In October we held our Celebration Evening at the East
Midlands conference centre. It was a truly memorable
and inspiring evening with a range of awards for stu-
dents for their achievements during 2010 — 11. Our spe-
cial guest was a former student, Nigel McCrery author of
‘New Tricks” and ‘Silent Witness’ who inspired us about
his writing, particularly how he triumphed over dyslexia
and ended up at Cambridge and the BBC.

The evening celebrates achievement and success of all
kinds and is the culmination of the dedicated, hard work
by students and staff.

The best ever 2011 examination results were the basis
for a successful Challenge Partner Review which took
place in November 2011. Challenge Partners is a net-
work of outstanding schools which work together on
projects, including self — evaluation, and sharing best
practice and expertise. Because outstanding schools are
no longer required to have Oftsed inspections, in order
to prevent complacency this network is trialling annual
‘Reviews’ as a means of challenging and supporting
each other. These formal reviews, led by an Ofsted in-
spector who works with a team of senior leaders trained
in self-evaluation from the Partner Schools across the
country, take place between September and November
each year.

The George Spencer Academy review confirmed that we
had sustained outstanding but even more exciting was
that the team recognised the improvements in the 6"
form and deemed that to be outstanding too. The re-
viewers were asked to focus on Science and the curricu-
lum, both of which were also outstanding. We are not
complacent and still want to achieve greater consistency
of practice across the school particularly with differentia-
tion.

December 2011

Other highlights, some of which are reported on in the news-
letter, include:

Sporting achievements

The Fireworks extravaganza 2011
Shakespeare Festival

Field Trip to Barcelona

German Exchange

Art showcase

Visit by Grenadier Guards

G & T trip to Hagg Farm

Primary links activities.

We have introduced a Prefect System this term. The 24 pre-
fects appointed after a rigorous selection process presented
themselves to the whole school during assemblies and are led
by Head girl and boy, Emily Gent and Ben Martin, and their
Deputies Caitlin Edwards and Samuel Allison.

The new Sports and Inclusion Centre buildings are progressing
well. The Stapleford site has restricted vehicular access limited
to car parking for visitors. General car parking has been re-
located to the lower site. Other than that, disruption has been
minimal.

I would like to thank you for your support and wish you and
your families a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Just to remind you we finish on Tuesday 20" December at
12.30 p.m. and re-open on Thursday 5 January 2012.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Jowett
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Message from Head of School

“We take so much

”

for granted.....

As we hurtle head-
long into the excite-
ment and anticipa-
tion of Christmas, it

is easy to overlook
just how fortunate we are, and how
much we have grown used to ex-
pecting things to happen for us. |
speak in terms of George Spencer
Academy, in terms of living in the
Nottingham area, and in terms of liv-
ing in Britain, however Great you per-
ceive it to be.

We take for granted our usually bland
weather, and that natural hazards will
not interfere with our daily lives. This
time last year we were freezing under
a blanket of snow...a truly white
Christmas build-up, although it was
gone by the 25" and never really re-
turned during 2011. Instead, we had
an unusual pattern of irregular sea-
sons, with the ‘summer’ whilst we
were all on our Easter break and lead-
ing to the week of the Royal Wedding
(remember?). We then had a dull
Summer, followed by a spectacularly
warm late September. Students at
GSA ‘stayed out’ on our playing fields
until the October Half Term for only
the second time in the past decade.
So no school closures due to the
weather throughout the calendar year
— although we did have the day of
national strikes recently.

We take for granted how well we per-
form as a school, despite all the dis-
tractions today for teenagers in the
age of hand-held technologies. By
adhering to our traditional disciplined
principles, and aspiring to be as out-
standing as we can be, we carry along
even the most reluctant leaners, and
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last August we were delighted that
every single student who complet-
ed Year 11 attained five higher
grade(A*-C) passes. Sometimes, it
does feel as if some of our custom-
ers just assume that by turning up
they will be successful: we know
that our ethos is not everyone’s
ideal, but we do strive each day to
inspire individual young people to
grasp their golden opportunity and
appreciate that they attend such
an  overwhelmingly  successful
school. As if confirmation was
needed, we came out of the Chal-
lenge Partner Review (a sort of
mini OFSTED involving colleagues
from other successful schools) in
colours

November with flying

again.

We also take for granted that we
have all that we really need in our
lives here in Britain. Okay, we all
can claim that we ‘need’ the latest
gadget, a new car or bike, a better
mobile phone, a bigger plasma
screen, etc....but we don’t actually
starve or die from water-borne
diseases in this country. However,
as we enjoy this Christmas season
and long for the gift we’ve “always
wanted (?)”, let us spare more than
just a passing thought for the mil-
lions, indeed billions, a lot worse
off than us in the world.

It is always heartening when a
group of young people do actually
stop and consider doing something
in order to help others from distant
lands. One such group are the four-
teen students of GSA who have
pledged to climb Kilimanjaro in
February 2013. They look forward
to spending a lot of time during
2012 getting physically, and men-

tally, prepared for one of the toughest
possible challenges ever faced by
school students from this country. Just
shy of 20,000 feet in altitude, and the
highest point on Earth that can be
walked up without specialist equip-
ment, Kilimanjaro is the iconic symbol
of Tanzania in Africa. This is a country
struggling to provide the most basic of
human needs to its rural population.
So it is fantastic that the ‘Kilimanjaro
crew’ have selected “WaterAid” as
their chosen charity, for which they
will be actively seeking sponsorship in
the months ahead, in support of their
mega-climb just over a year from now.
“WaterAid” achieves small-scale and
localised improvements in the battle
to give ordinary people clean drinking
water when they turn on their tap —
something which ALL OF US take very
much for granted here in Nottingham.
We hope that you will feel suitably
generous when asked to support the
students in their bid to conquer ‘Kili’.

Finally, may | say how we, the teachers
and support staff of George Spencer
Academy are also guilty of sometimes
taking for granted just what a great
student population we actually have.
Visitors regularly praise our sociable
students, now exemplified by our am-
bassadorial Prefects; frequently we
receive letters and emails thanking us
for the conduct of our students in the
wider community, and beyond; and
we never cease to be amazed by how
consistently our representative teams
‘hoover’ up trophies, awards and priz-
es for their endeavours, both sporting
and academic. So, in recognition of
having a tremendous school of stu-

dents to work with, we say a ..... Big
Festive Thank You!

Mr Field

(overcome with Christmas cheer....)



Fireworks Extravaganza!l

M Haggett and
The Friends of
George Spencer

The school hosted its second Fireworks
extravaganza on Saturday 5" November
2011. The event was a huge success and
raised just under £5000 for the FrOGS and
the National Fire-fighters Charity. The
firework photos were taken by Emma
Snow in Year 8. Thank you to all the stu-
dents, parents and fire-fighters who
helped to make this another great event.

The extravaganza will be even bigger and
better next year and will be on Saturday
3" November 2012. We do advise that
you buy your tickets in advance as they
are cheaper and you can avoid the queues
to getin!

Business E-mentoring Programme

We are in the process of identifying opportunities, particularly for sixth form students,
to engage with different employers as part of our e-mentoring programme. The purpose
of which is to raise students’ awareness of the different qualifications, skills and attrib-
utes that employers look for when recruiting graduates or apprentices, as well as be-
coming familiar with different recruitment pathways of employers. If you or your busi-
ness is interested in becoming an e-mentor, please contact Mrs Jill Wilkinson, Vice Prin-

cipal, for further information.

Mrs J Wilkinson
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Year 8

This year’s cohort will be the first to follow the R-Phase graduation
scheme, culminating in a graduation ceremony and mid—summer’s
night ball on Thursday 21% June 2012. The students will be asked to
collect evidence showing that they have met 10 criteria designed to
help them develop as individuals as well as progress academically. Ask
your child for more information or take a look at the graduation page
on Spencerspace or moodle: http://moodle.george-
spencer.notts.sch.uk click on ‘Parents’ in the top menu and the link to
the Graduation page is in the top section of the course.

Mr Doyle

Art News

During this term the Art team encouraged students in
Years 7, 8 and 9 to enter the Christmas Card competi-
tion run by Faithful and Gould
(Nottingham). There were over 400
entries and the company chose the
winning two designs for their corpo-
rate Christmas cards sent out to cus-
tomers. The lucky winners were
Matthew Cannon and Claire Worsley
both from Year 8, they will each re-
ceive a gift voucher.

The card designs were also judged by
the Governors and senior staff, choosing three to be
printed professionally and used as the Academy’s official
Christmas Cards for this year. The three winning cards
were by Sophie Garner (Year 8), Tabitha Saunders (Year
9) and Charlotte Dainty (Year 7), each will receive a prize
and a copy of their card.

The quality of the designs were very good and the eight
runners-up listed below have all had their cards printed
and sold in aid of charity at the Christmas Market and
the Music Concert:

Lauren Hill 9WH
Karla Drechsler 7CP
Mariella Moore 9mm
Chloe Tang SAME
Abigail Belshaw 9WH
Joshua Langfield 7HR

Rhiannon Spreight SIMM

Denim Jay Swainston 7TWL Miss Fry
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Catering News

After a slow start this year the number of meals has picked up. We are pleased that
majority of students enjoyed Christmas Dinner with us in school on Friday 16 Decem-
ber.

Breakfast will be served on Lower site 8.30am — 8.45am every morning after the Xmas
break, please let your children know.

As a school we are very proud of the quality and range of food we provide, if at any
time a parent wishes to come and dine with us you are more than welcome, just call

first so we can book you in.

Meal Deal £2.10

We continue to source healthier varieties of foods while still remaining
competitive

We remain committed to maintaining a high standard of catering while being aware
of Government legislation and initiatives. MEAL DEAL

ONLY

£2.10

Textiles Technology Gifted &
Talented Club

The Gifted and Talented Club has been up and running since the start
of September. Students have been enjoying learning new skills and
techniques, including: weaving, laser cutting components, felting,
Angelina fibre and many more!

The students comments:

‘Since joining the club | think it has vastly improved my work’.
‘I think my grades could improve dramatically’.

‘| feel much more comfortable now with taking my GCSE’.

‘Now more than ever | am wanting to exceed in textiles and push

myself’.

Mrs J Jackson
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Year 1 and Year 2 Gymnastics Festival

On December 1 we hosted The nicest moment for me
the first ever Year 1 and 2 was when saying our good-
gymnastics festival at GSA. byes, a young person came
It went very well and quite a up to say thank you!!!!!
few parents came along to
watch.

Mr Glover

The winning team were
William Lilley school.

Sports News ¢é.

® Year 11 Rugby - Broxtowe Central Venue League (So far played 3, won 3, scored lots,
conceded none)

® Year 10 girls Broxtowe basketball winners

® Year 8/9 Boys Broxtowe Rugby runners up

® Year 8 boys football progressing well in all competitions. (Played 4 Won 4)
® Year 8/9 girls Basketball Runners-up - Broxtowe Central Venue League

® County Cross-Country League - Sam Barker (Year 8) currently in 3rd

® Year 8/9 Boys Badminton Broxtowe Champions

Year 10/11 Badminton Girls — Broxtowe Runners-up
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Cross Country Success

Congratulations to the George Spencer Cross

Country teams: Broxtowe Championships

Year 7 Girls 1st
Year 7 Boys 3rd
Year 8/9 Girls Tst
Year 8/9 Boys Tst
Year 10/11 Girls Tst
Year 10/11 Boys Tst

OVERALL WINNER

George Spencer Academy

Year 8 Football

GSA Year 8 football team played
magnificently well to beat Carres
School 4-2. Some of the football was
fantastic and a joy to watch. Matt Can-
non, Oliver Severn, Kristien Jakonsen all
scored and a brilliant team move ended
in a perfect Andy Brown cross for a fine
left footed volley by Will Walters from

10 yards out. One of the best team
goals | have ever seen from a school

team.

Year 7 Rugby

GSA Year 7 rugby team won
the annual Broxtowe Year 7
Rugby tournament.

Tom Williams
Matt Fisher
Matt Kichin
Troy Childerley
Harry Rigby

James Ross

Anthony Shelton
Josh Langfield
Jack Patchitt
Danyal Mehrban
Louie Boyes
Max Taylor
Archie Watson

Sam Bouden

The last 10 minutes were played in
some of the worst rain and hail |
have also ever seen. | thought the
referee was going to have to stop
the game but the boys stuck to the
task. They and the school should be
very proud of them.

Mr G Glover

Ethan Hughes
Richard Latherland
Ben Foulston
Craig Harrison
Lewis Hodgkinson
Callum Hemmings
Ellis Thomas

Kodi Hudson
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GTP Training Autumn Term

It has been a busy first term for our trainee teachers. As well as finding their way around their schools, and getting to know
staff and students, they have been getting to grips with the day to day demands of teaching including lesson planning, mark-
ing and assessing, parents’ evenings and school trips. Trainees have also completed a short placement at Foxwood School
where they worked with students with a variety of special needs. Secondary trainees also visited Bramcote C of E Primary
School where they focused on the differences between phases and looked at how children are taught to read and write.
Primary trainees spent a short time at George Spencer Academy looking at transition between schools and literacy and nu-
meracy in Year 7. Trainee teachers have also attended training sessions focusing on Special Educational Needs, behaviour
management, literacy and numeracy in the curriculum, accelerated learning and lesson planning.

We wish them luck as they prepare for their second placements in different schools after the Christmas holiday. We also say
goodbye and good luck to Ryan Latkowski who has completed his training year and starts his career as a teacher of PE.

A Merry Christmas and a restful New Year to all trainees, mentors and co-ordinators across our parinership from the EBITT
team at GSA

SWIMMING TEAM SUCCESS

Mr Wilkinson and Mr Sankey took a group of swimmers to the Broxtowe Schools Swimming Competition at
Bramcote Leisure Centre in December. The team finished in a very credible 2nd place, being narrowly beaten by a
very strong Kimberly School team with a large number of county squad swimmers (our team contained just 2!). All of
the George Spencer students were a credit to the school, in particular a number of the boys who were very vocal in
their cheering during every race! It was also great to see the whole team racing in school hats. We were the only
school to do so, and definitely looked the most professional team there.

Students who competed are listed below —

Ciara Tighe Josh Langfield Hatty Barker TJ Howdle
Danielle Hicks Liam Tighe Jess Walker Will Barker
Emily Cook Oliver Cooper Joe Chima

Hannah Chima Paige Cantrell Will Foster

5km CHARITY RUN

Despite the cold weather in December, over 50 Year 11
GSA students took part in a charity 5km run into Toton in
aid of ‘Clic Sargent’ (a charity which raises money for
children with cancer and their families). It was a pleasure
to see our students supporting such a worthy cause and to
their credit all but 2 completed the full distance which
was brilliant.

A special thank you to Chris Haggett, Ryan Latkowski
and Graham O'Reilly who helped me out and ran both
of the runs with me!

This was an extension of the Sixth form charity fund rais-
ing RAG week where around £1000 was raised.

Mr Jones
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GEORGE SPENCER ACADEMY

WW1 visitors

Maijor Chris Carling and his colleague Steve Rob-
erts of Chetwynd Barracks visited GSA in Novem-
ber and December to run sessions about the life
of a WWiI soldier with Year 9 groups.

Students enjoyed the experience of handling
WWI artefacts and weapons and trying on a
variety of uniforms and helmets.

Mr P Allen

100”86

2011 STEM Challenge

Primary schools get there Just in Time!

Well done to all our Primary school pupils who entered
the Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths
Challenge. They successfully designed and made a

1 minute timer so that Professor Know-it-all had

perfect eggs. He is now a very happy well fed Professor!
Will you get involved with our next Challenge and the up and

coming STEM week Monday 5% March to Friday 9 March? Accurate t086 hun rem

Your Country needs your Creativity and Manufacturing skills t0 : =
secure our future on the world stage.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3fWKbcFAaM

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAZ24bukRpU
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