
 

 

HT3 Spring 2022    

Message from the Principal: Mrs Corbett 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
This half term at George Spencer Academy has flown by, we have seen our students return from Christmas 
energised and eager to learn. Their thirst for learning has been very much magnified after the uncertainty 
around face to face education in December evaporating. They returned to school in January to be greeted by 
staff who are very much focused on providing as much of a ’normal’ experience as possible during the 
increased government restrictions throughout January.  Our half termly bulletin aims to give you a full flavour 
of the excellent opportunities and rich learning experiences your children have engaged in, alongside 
providing you with details of opportunities to come after the half term break. 
 
I wish you and your families a peaceful and relaxing half term break.  
 
Kindest regards.  
 

Safeguarding: Mr Dakers, Assistant Principal  
 
Mrs Joanna Repton has recently joined us as our new Safeguarding and Child Protection Lead.  Joanna has a 
wealth of experience in the area of child protection and safeguarding and we are delighted to have her join 
our safeguarding team.  If you have a query or concern linked to the safety or well-being of one our students, 
you can contact our safeguarding team on the following email address 
childprotectionissues@george-spencer.notts.sch.uk 
 
Safeguarding Team: 
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Spencer Superstars Charitable Foundation 
 

George Spencer Academy is a member of the Spencer Academies Trust. This year, as we mark our tenth year 
of operations as a Trust, we are thrilled and proud to be launching a new charity for children, to be known as 
Spencer Superstars Charitable Foundation (SSCF).  
 
Details are on the Spencer Academies Trust website at http://spencerss.think3studio.co.uk/               

 
SSCF will be a partner charity to our Trust, with an aspiration to raise £100,000 per year, each year, for the 
next decade, and use the funds to make gift donations to children and young people across our academies. 
The gifts will be specifically targeted for our 16000+, 3-18 year olds, so that they may enjoy and live 
experiences in one or more the following disciplines:  

▪ The Arts      
▪ Sports      
▪ Science & Technology  
▪ Entrepreneurship     
▪ Conservation     
▪ Well-being & Healthy Lifestyles  
▪ Community Projects  

 
It may be that a child is passionate about portraiture, fashion or music. They may be a promising athlete, or 
have an idea to create a new App to help learning. Perhaps the young person has a blueprint for an ethical 
start up business for protecting the environment, or for making a contribution to healthy living and 
volunteering. Whichever discipline a child is passionate about, it is our desire to support their passion by 
gifting the funds raised to our children and young people.  A further update will come over the next term.  

Principal’s Challenge: Mrs Corbett   
 
George Spencer Academy is very much a local community school and we are proud of our local area. As such 
the Principal’s Challenge is not one for the school but one for our local area. Stapleford Town Council are in 
search of 7 excellent designs to transfer in to 7 mosaics for the town to celebrate the Queen's Jubilee this 
year.   It’s important to remember that they will be looking for designs that will work well as a mosaic so 
avoid intricate patterns and details as these will be hard to recreate. It might be a good idea to draw your 
design on to graph paper. We will be hand delivering the designs on Monday 28th February so designs should 
be complete and with Directors of Learning by 9am on Friday 25th February.  We look forward to seeing your 
creative designs.   
 
All of the information is on the Stapleford Town Council website: 
https://stapleford-tc.gov.uk/current-news/marking-the-queens-platinum-jubilee/  
 

http://spencerss.think3studio.co.uk/
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Head Boy and Head Girl Message:  
  
This half-term has certainly been a busy one.  Together, we have substantiated the great start to the new 
year, embodying our Ethos of Excellence through continued hard work and dedication. The last term has 
seen the introduction of many new extracurricular opportunities; clubs for aspiring architects, basketball 
players and avid book enthusiasts to name a few, have all seen recent formation. Over in Sixth Form, 
students have been working hard to ensure their UCAS applications have been submitted in time - many 
students have already received positive responses. On behalf of Sixth Form students, we would like to thank 
the teachers for all their extra time and effort helping students with whatever steps we have chosen to take 
after Year 13. 
 
Throughout the wider school, the council representatives have been meeting to discuss ideas for improving 
the school’s environmental impact and influence on the wider community, in addition to working towards 
making the ‘Time to Talk’ day on Thursday 3rd February, as beneficial and engaging as possible.  
 
Tom Playford and Beth Wild 
 

Well-Being and Inclusivity:  

Mr Dakers, Assistant Principal  
  
The Well-Being Team are continuing to create opportunities and safe spaces for all students to be able to 
access advice, guidance and support.  This half-term we have supported “Time to Talk”, which was a national 
awareness day on Thursday 3rd February 2022, placing emphasis on the importance of asking someone if 
they are okay and opening up opportunities for peers to speak to each other about mental health. Students 
worked on activities based on this during form time learning and were reminded of well-being offers from 
George Spencer Academy. Our LGBTQ+ group “Pride Club” continues to run on a Monday afterschool with 
Miss Loczy and Mrs Lee, which is a safe place for LGBTQ+ people and allies to make friends, get support, and 
make a difference.  The group has had a really positive impact on a number of students and this has been 
reflected in the student voice we have recently collected.  Here are a few examples; 
 

“I come to LGBTIA+ Club because it’s where I can express my feelings and be supported by everyone. 

It is my safe space.” 

 “A group where you are free to open up and express yourself.” 

“It normalises it a bit more and also brings/surfaces opinions that you can relate to but didn’t realise 

beforehand.” 

‘This club makes me feel safe.” 
 
If you would like to hear more about our well-being, and inclusive provision, please contact Mr Dakers 
(jdakers@george-spencer.notts.sch.uk) 

mailto:jdakers@george-spencer.notts.sch.uk


 
 

 

 
 
 

Extra-Curricular Activities:    

Miss Jenkinson, Vice Principal   
 
The wide range of activities continue to grow and we are so proud of how many of our students are taking 
part in clubs and activities at lunchtime and afterschool.  
 
The sports clubs are thriving with both the Boxing and Basketball clubs having to expand their sessions due to 
popular demand.  After half term, the ‘Young Architect Club’ will be starting for anyone in Years 7-9 who is 
interested in interior design and model making.   
 
We will also be advertising an exciting opportunity for students to learn sign language as part of an 
introduction or Level 1 course ran by the by the British Sign Language Society (BSL). There is a small cost 
involved and all details and how to sign up will be published on the year group google classrooms.  For a full 
list of what’s on offer and what days they run, please check out the extra-curricular tab on the school website 
http://www.george-spencer.com/extra-curricular/  
 

Futures – Careers Education Information Advice 

and Guidance (CEIAG): Mr Burrows, Director of 

Futures 
 
The half term has provided a real focus on career exploration and career management.  At the upper end of 
the academy students are securing exciting apprenticeship and university opportunities for summer and 
autumn starts, including 6 Year 13 students securing conditional offers at Oxbridge Universities.  Meanwhile 
the Key Stage 3 students are learning to explore jobs, careers and the essential skills that are sought after in 
the workplace.  An integral part of this support process is via the UNIFROG platform  
(https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in).  Please encourage your son/daughter to give you an insight.   
 
Next half term will see our Year 11s get time with employers in a mock interview day and a group of Year 10s 
will commence an online work placement project with Boots.  We will continue to support National Careers 
Week in March.  
 
Resources to support parents: 
https://www.decisionz.co.uk/   
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/resources-for-parents#  
 
Please do contact me if you would like to support the mock interview day or any future events.  We are 
always looking for ways to enhance our programme and offer: pburrows@george-spencer.notts.sch.uk  
 

http://www.george-spencer.com/extra-curricular/
https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in
https://www.decisionz.co.uk/
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/resources-for-parents
mailto:pburrows@george-spencer.notts.sch.uk


 
 

 

 
 

 

Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) Year 11 and 

Year 13: Miss Jenkinson, Vice Principal  
 
We are approaching the second round of PPEs for our exam cohorts. Year 11 begin on 28th February for 3 
weeks and Year 13 on the 19th April for 1 week and the students are showing great motivation and focus in 
their lessons.   All students have been fully informed and reminded of exam expectations and we encourage 
them to ensure they have all the necessary equipment that they need ahead of the exams starting.  We know 
that revising and preparing for exams can be stressful and we are working with our well-being and pastoral 
teams to continue to offer support and signpost students to all the resources available to help them prepare. 
All resources can be found on the student hub and also on their subject google classrooms. Some ways you 
can help at home include; 
 

o Quiz them on certain topics, ask them for revision questions and guides they have. 

o Check they have all equipment, including stationery, maths set and scientific calculator  

o Monitor their rest breaks, revision is best in 30-60 min chunks with regular breaks 

o Remove distractions whilst revising 

o Highlight their exams on a copy of the timetable and help create a timeline for revision. 

If you have any concerns or need any assistance with equipment, for Year 11, please contact Mr O’Toole, 
Director of Learning cotoole@george-spencer.notts.sch.uk and for Year 13, Mrs Brown, Director of Sixth 
Form Abrown@george-spencer.notts.sch.uk  
 

GCSEPOD – Year 10 and Year 11:    

Miss Jenkinson, Vice Principal   
 
GCSEPOD is a fantastic online package available to our Year 10 and Year 11 students and is increasingly being 
used in our classrooms as a great tool to help introduce lesson topics and also to recall knowledge from 
previous lessons. Students are encouraged to use GCSEPOD in set home learning tasks but also 
independently to further their understanding of the GCSE and vocational courses that they study.  
 
GCSEPOD can be downloaded as a free app on Apple and android devices and students login with their school 
google account. For more information, contact Ljenkinson@george-spencer.notts.sch.uk 
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Excellence Day 3: 

Mr Furber, Assistant Principal 
 
Tuesday 1st February saw the school come together for its third Excellence Day, with each year group pursuing a 
slightly different theme linked to the school’s Ethos of Excellence and Core Values. In Year 7, the focus of 
‘Teambuilding’ from Excellence Day 2 remained with the Walesby Forest Group returning to the Academy and 
providing another interactive, exciting day of activities to the P half of the year group – the wind continued to 
blow but the students were once again a credit to themselves with their resilience and enthusiasm. Year 11 also 
experienced input from an external agency, experiencing training and workshops on building their resilience, 
from the organisation ‘Resilient Me’. We hope this will help them overcome the challenges the next few 
months will bring and help them fulfil their potential. The Sixth Form continued to build their study skills and 
garner information to support them in their future studies, with invaluable input from staff at both Sheffield 
and Nottingham Universities.  
 
Futures provision was the focus for Year 10 with them improving their financial literacy skills for life through a 
series of lessons under the theme ‘Money Matters!’ in the morning and then preparing for employment by 
writing their first CVs in the afternoon. I want to give a special mention to Year 8, who showed care for their 
community, empathy and kindness beyond their years in becoming ‘Dementia Friends’. They engaged with an 
awareness campaign run by Alzheimer’s UK and the charity were thrilled to hear that nearly 300 students had 
engaged with their campaign and they will shortly receive badges to recognise their achievement. Finally, I 
hope that Year 9 students found their day of GCSE taster sessions valuable and informative as they begin to 
finalise their choices for their GCSE studies next year.  
 
The day was another great showcase of the students, their development as young people and their increasing 
embodiment of George Spencer’s Ethos of Excellence.  
 
 

Recruitment to Sixth Form: Mrs Brown  
 
It was a real pleasure for the Senior Leadership Team to have individual meetings with the Year 11 students 
early this half term.  Spending time discussing their futures and suitable pathways was of such value and it was 
with real interest that we heard about their plans. From students who have clear career aspirations, to those 
who are wishing to keep their options open, the advice was individually tailored. 
 
With the George Spencer Sixth Form offering such a wide range of A level and vocational courses, it is of course 
a popular choice for many varied reasons.  It was wonderful to hear feedback from the students about making a 
careful choice based on the security of quality teaching, the Sixth Form culture and seeing how the Sixth Form 
provides them with that next step, but is fully supportive as they make the transition to more independence.  
 
Please contact GSA_sixthform@george-spencer.com if there are any questions or for those wishing to make a 
late application. 
 

mailto:GSA_sixthform@george-spencer.com


 
 

 

 
 

 

Reading: Miss Norris, Excellence Pioneer 
 
Reading is integral to life both inside and outside of school. Young people today have access to so much 
information whether that be books, articles, blogs, audiobooks, podcasts, animations, videos or so much 
more.  At George Spencer Academy we want to both celebrate and encourage pupils to read and engage with 
all kinds of media. We are currently on a mission to both raise awareness of the present reading culture at 
George Spencer and also to highlight to pupils just how much unconscious reading they are doing on a day-to-
day basis. We understand that not all pupils find the idea of curling up with a fiction book appealing so we are 
exploring alternative ways into reading across the whole curriculum. This will be launched with a “drop 
everything and read” challenge in Growth lessons, where pupils will engage in a variety of media to get them 
thinking about the different types of reading they could explore. 
Additionally, this half-term pupils have been involved in National Storytelling Week and have been celebrating 
the practice of storytelling in their English and Drama lessons. Pupils have been creating their own myth or 
“just so” story and performing it to the rest of their class. We want George Spencer pupils to understand that 
reading supports their speaking, listening and writing skills in all curriculum subjects. You can see some of the 
fantastic work our pupils are creating on the George Spencer Academy account.  
However, reading doesn’t just happen in the classroom. We encourage parents to discuss books, articles, and 
all kinds of media with their children at home. Why not try reading a news article together and then quizzing 
your son/daughter on the writer’s key points? Furthermore, pupils and families can access the Library's free E-
platform for audiobooks by using the following link: https://georgespencer.eplatform.co/.   
 
 
 

Read, Watch and Visit:  

Mr Allen, Assistant Principal 
 
We are delighted with the response from parents and students to our suggested opportunities for study 
outside the classroom. Almost 200 activities have been logged since September, with the following among 
the most popular: 
 
- Year 10 students have been reading A complete (and utterly disgusting) guide to the human body by 

Adam Kay to expand their understanding in Biology 

- Year 7 students have enjoyed watching Enola Holmes to extend their English studies 

- Year 8 students have been visiting the National Ice Centre to build their interest in PE. 

Before Easter we will be rewarding students for their participation during Celebration Assemblies. The lists of 
activities can be found in the Curriculum Booklets at http://www.george-spencer.com/curriculum/; activities 
can be logged at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDxOAEh5snHt1hihilJAjCRau-
yG0WFjHQRKLhH82reIV28A/viewform?usp=sf_link 
 
 

https://georgespencer.eplatform.co/
http://www.george-spencer.com/curriculum/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDxOAEh5snHt1hihilJAjCRau-yG0WFjHQRKLhH82reIV28A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDxOAEh5snHt1hihilJAjCRau-yG0WFjHQRKLhH82reIV28A/viewform?usp=sf_link


 
 

 

 

Parents’ Forum: Mr Hartley, Assistant Principal 
 
Thank you to those parents who took part in the Parents’ Forum last term.  The next Forum will take place on 
Tuesday 8th March at 5.30pm. We really value parental involvement, if you can please use the link below to 
register your interest and a link to the meeting will be emailed to you. 
 
The agenda for the evening will be: 

• Assessment point data 

• Homework 

• Parental survey 
 
Please fill out the form, using this link https://forms.gle/bbHuh8gbeQofcc9e8 to register your interest.  A zoom 
link will be emailed in advance of the meeting.   I look forward to seeing you on the 8th March. 
 

Fundraising: Miss Hembrow, Excellence Pioneer 
 
Continuing from last term’s fantastic fundraising efforts, this half term there have been even more 
opportunities for pupils to get involved in their school and local community.  This half-term students have been 
involved in raising awareness for several important causes.  During January we raised awareness for ‘Energy 
Saving Week’ with students playing a key role in helping the school reducing its energy costs. The winner of our 
Energy Saving Competition idea has led to an Energy Saving Team being set up next half term.  In February we 
also recognised ‘National Story Telling Week’ in the Drama and English Departments with students getting 
involved in various activities. This week the Computing Department are helping show the importance of staying 
safe online with ‘Internet Safety Week’.  
 
The School and Year councils contributed to the planning of our ‘Time to Talk Day’ which aimed to join the 
charities Mind and Rethink Mental Illness in creating the biggest national conversation about mental health. 
Students were also given the opportunity to express interest in an important new role – promoting a mentally 
healthy school. This is an exciting new opportunity that will be set up this year.  
 
We have also had the chance for our first outing into the community now COVID restrictions are easing. The 
Swing Band and Year 10 Catering Students are visiting the Helpful Bureau in Stapleford to perform and serve 
Valentines Afternoon Tea. News of this event has already proved popular and there are more opportunities for 
musical visits lined up.   
 
Meanwhile, all year groups have been planning their events for RAG week starting on the 28th of March. There 
have been some fantastic ideas including a Race for Life for Cancer Research and a ‘sleepout’ for Broxtowe Youth 
Homelessness. We are keen to raise awareness of these events in the local community.  If you feel you can help 
with this in anyway please get in touch. Next half term we have more exciting community opportunities lined up 
for students including more environmental projects, fundraising for Comic Relief and our exciting RAG week. 
 

https://forms.gle/bbHuh8gbeQofcc9e8


 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  

Gardening Club: Mrs Clark, SENCO 
 
Our gardening club runs on a Thursday from 15:30 to 16:00. Our students love to get stuck in with making our 
school bloom.  We have grown a wide range of different things, from our own fruits and vegetables, colourful 
flowers and even trees.   
 
When the weather is too dull to be outside, our students enjoy getting creative in our Base at LINC.  Here 
they have made bird feeders, designed their own dream gardens and have even made pizzas using the 
tomatoes that we grew ourselves in our own school allotment.  
 
An amazing thing about gardening club is that our students have the opportunity to use any of the work that 
they do with us to gain a certified gardening ASDAN award which is an entry level qualification and prepares 
them with skills for GCSE. 
 
 

SEND Parents’ Forum: Mrs Clark, SENCO 
 
Starting next half term the SEND department will be running a monthly Parents’ Forum here in school for the 
parents of students with additional needs.  
 
Drop in for a coffee and cake and a chat with other parents.  Zena Argent the Family SENCo will be there as 
well as myself or Mrs Wiseman to help explore experiences and strategies to help your children both at home 
and in school. 
 
The dates for the Forum are: 
Friday 25 February 
Friday 25 March 
Friday 29 April 
Friday 27 May 
 
The sessions run from 9am until 10am – no need to book just turn up.  
 
We look forward to you joining us. 
 



 
 

 

 

Y7: Ms Wilkinson, Director of Learning 
 
This half term, students have been fully involved inside and outside the classroom. We have had successes in 
football, basketball and Year 7 are leading our ‘Readopoly’ challenge in the library.  Extra-curricular clubs are 
well attended, offering a range of learning experiences. Details are on our Google Classroom. We encourage 
students and parents to have a look and to come along to try a session out. Student Leaders have discussed 
fundraising ideas and initiatives for ‘Time To Talk’ to grow our mental health support in school. Students have 
volunteered to become ‘Mental Health Ambassadors’, a scheme we will develop next half term. Also, next half 
term sees further involvement in fundraising activities for Young Lives Vs Cancer. We plan to connect with 
Billy’s House in Nottingham and representatives from the charity will visit. Students are in the planning phases 
for these fundraising activities and we encourage parents to discuss with students how they can involve 
themselves in our wider community.  Within classrooms, students have been: reading tales of crime and 
mystery; solving fractions; learning about tissues and organs; studying the Black Death; questioning God’s 
existence; developing drama skills; using photoshop to edit pictures and learning about health and well-being 
in Growth. We begin our study of sex and relationship education in Personal Development, covering topics 
such as types of relationships, healthy relationships and safety in online relationships.  On our Excellence Day, 
P Half relished the outdoor activity experiences provided by Walesby Forest. They learnt a range of skills and 
engaged with team building ventures, fully immersed themselves in the challenges of the day and our core 
values of being supportive and resilient. S Half became detectives for the day and solved a crime through 
different scientific practices. It was great to see students working together and transferring skills.  I am very 
pleased to see how students embody the Ethos of Excellence at George Spencer. They demonstrate 
themselves to be mature, enthusiastic and determined members of the school and I look forward to seeing all 
they go on to achieve in the rest of the year. 
 

Y8: Miss Skitt, Director of Learning  
 
The weather this half term may have been dull and miserable, but Year 8 has been anything but.  Following a 
warm welcome from the year group into my new role, the cohort have set about showing off their excellence 
in a multitude of exciting ways.  In January I shared my vision for Year 8 being a “community who care”.  
Following the recent Excellence Day, over 270 members of our cohort have qualified to become recognised 
‘Dementia Friends’.  We look forward to the formal recognition of this.  They continue to take advantage of 
rich learning experiences in school, collecting 3640 Positive Pars Points this half term. Learning highlights 
include 14 students having their Twisted Tale story selected for publication in a ‘Fantastic Fiction’ book in 
March. Performing scripts in drama, creating lemon tarts in food technology, exploring poetry in English, 
natural disasters in geography and developing conversational skills in French and Spanish.  Next half term, we 
have the online parents evenings for our year group (10th and 15th March), details will be sent out shortly.  
We will participate in a RAG week, seeing Year 8 put on a charity event, planned by the students, in aid of our 
year group charity, Cancer Research UK.  We will be supporting a number of Year 8 students appearing in the 
whole school production, ‘Back to the 80’s’.  When we return, we will spotlight the school policies on chewing 
gum and jewellery.  The year team will be taking a hard line on these two areas in particular.  Thank you for the 
warm welcome wishes and ongoing support with our amazing year group.   
 



 
 

 

 

Y9: Mr Richardson, Director of Learning 
 
As we approach the half way point in our school year, it is interesting that it is the actual hallway point of your 
child’s secondary school experience. There have been many challenges but there is also much to be proud of. 
This half term has been no exception where we have seen the students start the process of making those 
decisions that will shape their own futures. We began with the Key Stage 4 Taster sessions during one of our 
Excellence Days which I hope gave the students a flavour of not only those subjects they currently study but 
an idea of the fantastic range of new subjects on offer such as Photography, Business Studies and of course 
Construction. Once again, the Principal’s Challenge was launched and this time the focus is on maintaining 
our links with our community. The students have been empowered to come up with seven mosaics to 
celebrate the Queen's Jubilee this year.  Moving back to within school, we have seen some of the Year 9s 
rehearsing their roles in the school production of Back to the 80’s. I look forward to seeing the fruits of their 
labours.  We saw success during our Energy Saving Week with two students rewarded for coming up with an 
effective energy action plan. The Year 9 interform weekly league which began last year and based upon 
attendance and positive PARs points saw a winner. 9MDN/TCH come out victorious and were rewarded with 
pizza and treats. As we draw to a close this half term, I just wanted to say a massive thank you to you the 
parents and carers. Your support has been invaluable and the positive attitude demonstrated by the students 
is a credit to you all.  
 
 
 

Y10: Miss Johnson, Director of Learning 
 
Well done to all our Year 10 students on a positive, calm and focused start to 2022; we have certainly filled a 
lot into the last five and a half weeks.  The Year 10 students have been reflecting on their achievements to 
fulfil the criteria of our prestigious ‘GSA Excellence Award’. The Form Representatives have done a fantastic 
job in reviewing student submissions to determine those who have achieved awards thus far; these will be 
awarded to students when we return from the half term break with an additional opportunity to submit 
evidence later in the year. The cohort have taken part in a number of awareness opportunities during this half 
term including; Energy Saving Week; ‘Time to Talk’ mental health awareness, Holocaust Memorial Day, plus 
Internet Awareness Week. The Year 10 students contributed some brilliant ideas to encourage young people 
to ‘get talking’ and have the opportunity to volunteer to become part of a ‘Mental Health Ambassadors’ 
scheme in school. Further details of opportunities for students are available on our Year 10 Pastoral Google 
Classroom - please encourage your son/daughter to show you this at home. On Excellence Day last week, Year 
10 students spent time looking at a range of mathematical skills related to future finance, plus the purpose 
and characteristics of an effective CV. In our Personal Development sessions, the students have just begun the 
‘Sex and Relationships’ topic which covers age related themes. In addition, during our ‘Computer Time’ 
sessions, we have continued to use the GCSEPOD website to support learning and we encourage parents to 
discuss this fantastic resource with students at home. We have also been formulating a number of fundraising 
ideas for our year group charity PASIC and are excited to get started with these. As we reach the halfway point 
of the academic year, it is important that the cohort continue with their current momentum to ensure a 
successful first year of GCSE study. I encourage all students to check that they are fully prepared for the 
remainder of the year with the necessary equipment, revision materials and neatly organised exercise books/ 
folders to strive to be the very best that they can be. 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Y11: Mr O’Toole, Director of Learning 
 
Following our return from the Christmas break, Year 11 have continued their exam preparation, along with 
making plans for post-16 options. Attendance to our Strive sessions has been excellent, with students 
working hard in after school sessions, lunch time sessions and completing online Strive activities via Google 
Classroom. The extra teacher input from subject specialists will prove invaluable for our students, and I would 
ask all parents and carers to continue to encourage students to attend as many of these sessions as possible.  
During our Excellence Day, Year 11 sat a ‘walking talking’ mock English exam, whereby a member of the 
English Faculty talked through an example exam paper, providing expert advice and tips on how to 
successfully answer questions. Year 11 have also spent time with our Leadership Team during their 
Progression Interviews in which post-16 options and aspirations were discussed to look at how best we can 
support our students with their Futures choices.  
During our Form Time Learning sessions, Year 11 have covered some important topics in Personal 
Development, with a focus on positive relationships. Furthermore, Year 11 have been busy thinking of ideas 
of how we can support our year group charity ‘Broxtowe Youth Homelessness’. After half term, our final set 
of PPEs will begin on 28th February. This will again be a busy time for our students and we will continue to 
provide support and encouragement. We have also been reminding our students that one way to reduce 
stress during this time is to be punctual to all exams so that they feel focused and prepared. We would 
appreciate this message being reiterated at home in the lead up to the PPEs.  Please have a restful half term, 
myself and Miss French look forward to seeing Year 11 again soon.  
 

Y12: Mr Spears, Director of Learning 
 
No sooner does it feel that we have arrived in Year 12, we are saying that exams will be next year.  However, 
this is not something to be scared and worried about, we are already working towards ensuring that the year 
group is prepared for this. On the Excellence Day of this half term we focused on Cognitive Skills for Sixth 
Form Success. On this day the students had study skills sessions from Nottingham University and sessions put 
together by experts in our staff body. 
Year 12 have been achieving so much in this half term: we have 2 students in the year group who achieved a 
gold certificate in the Bebras computational thinking challenge - this means they came in the top 10% in the 
country and will now take part in The Oxford University Computing Challenge. One student in Year 12 joined 
the Year 13s in the under 19s Netball where they finished 5th.  The Brilliant Club program has now finished, 
they have graduated to an exceptional standard, with 6 1st’s and 3 2:1’s in their individual projects.  
As we look on to the next half term, we will have greater focus on the post-18 options for our students. This 
will mainly be delivered through form time learning and the remaining Excellence Days.  Onwards, to more 
displays of excellence and achievement in and out of the classroom.  
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Y13: Mrs Brown, Director of Sixth Form 
 
This is a key time during Year 13 in which attention is drawn to the summer examinations and how best to 
prepare. The recent Excellence Day included further advice both on how to deal with exam nerves and how 
to revise effectively, together with time to actively put the techniques into practice. Both of these sessions 
were specially designed to benefit this year group who have not sat external examinations as yet. In addition, 
there were targeted sessions on either transitioning to university, or individualised apprenticeship application 
support as new opportunities arrive and deadlines approach. This half term has been an exciting time as we 
relish hearing about the offers of university places that are being received by students and we are proud of 
them all. The Student Finance sessions delivered by Sheffield University to students and parents were a 
useful opportunity to find out more on this important topic.  
 
A special mention goes to the Sixth Form netball team. They have been so successful over the past years, and 
they finished 5th in the U19s East Midlands Schools Regional Final. Well done to all involved, we are so proud 
of your achievements and are sure that it has created many special memories. Looking ahead to the next half 
term, our students will be completing their courses and will switch to focused exam preparation. They will be 
selecting their university choices and those looking at employment opportunities can benefit from the 
opportunity of practising interview techniques. With their smart dress code, our students look ready to take 
on the world, but they know that we are always here for them, supporting them whenever needed.  
 


