
 

 
 
 

5th May 2022 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Excellence Day 5, Wednesday 18th May – Year 8 Author Visit 
 
As part of your child’s experience at George Spencer Academy, they take part in ‘Excellence Days’ each 
half term where all students do not follow their usual timetable but instead participate in a variety of 
learning experiences linked to the wider curriculum, the deepening of learning and the school’s ‘Ethos of 
Excellence’ and ‘Core Values’.  
 
Excellence Day 5 is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 18th May with the focus for year 8 being the 
importance of reading, media literacy and developing an enjoyment of these vital aspects of learning. As 
part of the day, George Spencer is hosting an ‘author visit’ from Darren Simpson, an award winning, 
nationally recognised writer of children’s books including, ‘Scavengers’, ‘The Memory Thieves’ and, most 
recently, ‘Furthermoor’. Students in year 8 will listen to Darren talk about his books, the inspiration 
behind them and the writing process with a specific focus on his book ‘Furthermoor’. Students will read 
extracts and participate in follow-up lessons linked to the story, largely set in an imaginary world and is a 
coming-of-age tale about courage, friendship and finding your voice. 
 
As part of the event, the school is able to offer you the opportunity to purchase the book ‘Furthermoor’ 
at a reduced price of £7 with the copies available on the day from the author. If you wish to purchase a 
copy please make a payment via your child’s sQuid account by Thursday 12th May, but it is not necessary 
to buy the book for your son or daughter to participate in the event.  
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at the email address below. We very much look 
forward to welcoming Darren and hosting what will be a memorable event.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

Mr Thomas Furber  
Assistant Principal, Learning Experiences 
tfurber@george-spencer.notts.sch.uk 
 

 


