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Thank you for picking up the last issue of The GSA Times for this academic year. Inside 
we have our usual round-up of school news and events, plus interviews with local 
author Darren Simpson, a trip to Warhammer World, book recommendations from 
the #GSAReads group, and a wordsearch competition for the summer break. 

Our cover artwork for this issue is a compilation of some of the animal collages 
completed by Year 7 students in their art lessons this year.

We hope you all have a happy, safe and sunny summer break. Thank you for being a 
reader this year.

- The GSA Times News Team, July 2022
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AROUND THE SCHOOL
Compiled by The GSA News Team
Here’s a round-up of some of the exciting things that have happened involving our 
students since the last issue.

The annual Prize Giving event to celebrate all the excellent achievements of students, was 
held at school. There were 100 Subject Curriculum Excellence winners from Years 7 -13, 
plus awards for: leadership, contribution to the school community,persistence, 
performance and positivity, the Governor’s Award for Academic Excellence and the 
Principal’s Award. As well as the prizes there were also performances from the cast of the 
school production and a speech from the guest speaker Richard Gerver,who also handed 
out the prizes. A great evening was had by all.

The Year 9 Sports Leaders had a busy few weeks running the Year 1 Dance Festival for our 
local primary schools and helping out at the Year 5 and Year 6 Broxtowe Rounders 
competition.

APRIL

In our last issue we showcased some of the entries for the 
Royal Academy Young Artists  Summer Show. Oliver 
Keyworth in Year 7 had his artwork chosen by the 
Academy to feature in the show, an amazing achievement 
as they had over 21,000 entries.

Recently Oliver and his family made the trip to the Royal 
Academy to see his artwork in the exhibition!  If you are in 
London you can visit the show at the Royal Academy, or 
you can also see all the artwork in the online exhibition: 
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/

On Friday 29th April, some of our Year 11, and Sixth 
Form students, took part in a ‘Sleep out to help out’, 
raising awareness of youth homelessness. The 
#SleepOut raised £826.96 in sponsorship money for 
Broxtowe Youth Homelessness. The amount raised, 
would buy nearly 55 food parcels, or 13 home starter 
kits for homeless people.

MAY

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/
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May was a month of sporting successes with the 
Year 10 Boys Football team triumphing against 
Ashford School 3-1 in the County Cup. After being 
3-1 down at half-time, it finished 4-4 with Team 
GSA winning 5-4 after penalties. 

The Year 7 team secured the South Notts Cup 
against Toothill School. The game finished 0-0  
after extra-time with GSA winning 3-1 on 
penalties.

At the Broxtowe Athletics championships at Harvey Haddon 
Stadium,  the intermediate boys and girls team were crowned 
Champions and the junior boys and girls team finished 
runners-up in their category.

The Year 9 Sports Leaders had another busy month; running 
the Futbal tournament for Year 5 students from across the 
Spencer Academies Trust and a multi-skills session for Year 3 
Fairfield students.

Year 10 Hospitality and Catering students 
visited Rockwell Court Independent Living  
in Stapleford to serve afternoon tea that 
they’d made to the residents. Staff and 
student musicians were also on hand to 
provide musical accompaniment for a barn 
dance. One resident commented that “The 
scone is one of the best I've tasted”. 

The event also featured in the Broxtowe 
Borough Council newsletter and Nicky 
Gilmour the Activities Coordinator said, 

“Tenants really enjoyed having the students come into the scheme.  It was lovely to see 
tenants and students interacting, dancing to the music and enjoying the scones they’d 
made.”

The group held another event at Gutersloh Court in Stapleford where residents were 
served afternoon tea and had a chat and sing-a-long with the students.
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JUNE

The new Sensory Room was opened in LINC. The 
room is very popular and helps to give students  
with ASD and ADHD somewhere to focus, regulate 
and relax in school. 

MAY (cont’d)

As part of the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations 
for June, Stapleford Town Council ran a 
competition to design a mosaic to be 
placed in a local park. 
Three students had their designs chosen to 
be featured in the mosaic: Katie Fecowycz 
(Year 8), Livy Halford (Year 9) and Ivy 
Rocchelli (Year 9). 

June is Pride Month when the LGBTQ+ 
community are celebrated. Assemblies and form 
time learning talked about the importance of 
celebrating the LGBTQ+ community. Pride day 
takes place on 28th June to recognise the day in 
1969 when the Stonewall uprising took place. 
Students could show their support by switching 
an item of clothing for something brightly 
coloured. The library also highlighted books by 
LGBTQ+ authors with a ‘Pride is everyday’ book 
display.

In July, the Mayor of Stapleford visited school to present prizes of a jubilee mug  to the 
winners, and also to award certificates to the runners-up.

The school is also working towards a national award called The Rainbow Flag Award which 
encourages a whole organisation approach to LGBTQ+ inclusion. We will have more on this 
award in our next issue in the Autumn term.
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JUNE (cont’d)

In Design and Technology the Year 10 Construction 
groups were developing their plumbing skills. Working in 
pairs,  they had to plumb in the taps and the waste units 
to a bathroom sink. They have also been building stud 
walls and installing lighting and electrical sockets. All of 
this will help to build the knowledge that they will need 
for their assessments next year.

The Creative Arts faculty held 
a ‘Portrait of a Queen’ 
competition to celebrate the 
Queen’s Jubilee this month.  
There were some fantastic 
entries and eventually the 
two drawings by Katey and 
Sarah were selected as the 
winners. Well done to 
everyone who took part.

The Year 9 Sports Leaders were busy again, this time helping out at the Broxtowe 
Cheerleading Festival for local primary schools. The group helped to lead warm-ups, assisted 
with stunts and lifts taught by the EMCA coaches and guided the students exploring the 
Cheer Gym equipment at the training base.

Year 8 Student Michael Robinson had a fantastic opportunity 
to spend the day at a Master Class with England Women’s 
Cricket Captain, Heather Knight.

After checking out the bat that Heather uses to score all her 
runs, Michael took part in a fielding session at Market 
Overton Cricket Club - collecting the balls that Heather 
smashed all over the park!
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JUNE (cont’d)

The school participated in National Picnic week with students enjoying the sunshine at 
break times with friends and enjoying ice creams from a local ice cream vendor. £400 of the 
proceeds were kindly donated and have been split between the Year Group charities. 

18th-25th June was Drowning 
Prevention Week and in form time 
learning information was shared with 
students about the dangers of 
swimming in open water and what to do 
if someone is in difficulty. 

With the hot weather we are currently 
experiencing, it can be tempting to want 
to find somewhere to cool down but it’s 

A group of students from Year 7 and Mrs Graham 
have been reading and reviewing all the books 
shortlisted for the prestigious Carnegie Medal. This 
is an award which is chosen by school librarians 
and is one of the top children’s book awards. In 
June, the group were able to vote for their favourite 
to win the Shadowers Choice Award, which is voted 
for by all the school shadowing groups across the 
country. On the day of the awards ceremony the 
group gathered together for a day of book activities 
and to watch the award ceremony. They were 
thrilled when their favourite book ‘October, 
October’ by Katya Balen won the Shadower’s Choice 
Award and then went on to win the Carnegie Medal 
as well. The first time that has happened! The group are looking forward to taking part again 
next year.

You can find water safety advice on the Royal  Life Saving Society website : 
https://www.rlss.org.uk/Pages/Category/water-safety-information

important to do this safely. 

https://www.rlss.org.uk/Pages/Category/water-safety-information
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JULY

In July the school was awarded the World Class 
Schools Quality Mark re-accreditation. This award 
assesses students for their world class skills and 
competencies and there are only 120 schools who 
have been awarded the Quality Mark. The team 
had to complete a challenging two-part 
assessment process which you can read more 
about on the school website: 
http://www.george-spencer.com/news/wcsqm/

This issue was finalised before some exciting end of term events took place, including the 
return of Sports Day. Look out for coverage of those events in the autumn issue!

Thomas Playford, who acted as Project Leader, said: “I am grateful to have been able to 
develop a multitude of skills such as communication, teamwork and leadership throughout 
the time I have spent working on this project.  It is also very rewarding to see that the most 
recent cycle has seen GSA maintain its World Class status.”

In June and July, student volunteers from Years 7,8,9 and 10 
have taken part in community litter picks in the Stapleford 
and Toton areas, helping to keep the local spaces green and 
clean. 

The results of the Student Leadership elections were 
revealed this month. Students and staff were able to watch 
the campaign videos from the Year 12 students taking part, 
and then vote for their chosen candidates. The winners 
were:

● Oliver Slinger -  Vice Student President
● Katie Green - Vice Student President
● Thomas Deeley - Student President
● Zain Al-Asadi - Student President

Well done to the new Student Leadership team, we look 
forward to interviewing you for our next issue.

http://www.george-spencer.com/news/wcsqm/
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THE WORLDS OF DARREN SIMPSON
Interview by Maria Benslimane Year 8 and William Kemp-Eyre Year 7

What inspired you to write the main character of Furthermoor the way you did?

I wanted the character of Bren to explore the themes of bullying and grief. When I start 
writing a story I usually know what a character is like but the character also evolves as the 
story develops. With Bren I went on the journey with him.

What comes first for you the plot or the main characters?

I definitely think about plot first but I know that some writers are the other way around. I 
tend to focus on setting at the beginning and think about the overall message that I want to 
put across.

What tips would you give to people who struggle with writing interesting characters?

I think the most important thing would be empathy and to put yourself in the character’s 
shoes. Also, when I create antagonists like Featherly I try and connect to their darker side 
and embrace that aspect in them. My final tip would be to create complex characters, try 
and explore their hypocrisies and grey areas.

Do you base your characters on people in your real life?

The character of Bren took inspiration from my real life. Although I was never bullied at 
school I do share some traits with Bren, such as being quite shy. I also changed schools a lot 
as an army child and so sometimes when I was new at a school I could be a bit of a 
wallflower or loner before I made new friends.

What was your first favourite book?

The Encyclopaedia of Monsters and Myths! It sounds like an unusual choice but I loved 
looking at the really creepy drawings and illustrations. It used to really scare me and I quite 
enjoy that sensation, like when you watch a good horror film. I also didn’t have as much 
access to books growing up as I would have liked since I was an army child and there were 
no big libraries near us. It ended up reading more adult books like Stephen King quite 
young because it was all my mum had. But I really believe that anyone can read any book at 
any age as long as they’re comfortable. 

On Wednesday 18th May, Year 7 and Year 8 
had an Excellence Day which focussed on 
writing stories. Local author Darren 
Simpson, who has written three books for 
young people, visited school to talk to the 
students about his books and writing. 
Darren also took time to answer some 
questions for The GSA Times
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Do you plan to turn Furthermoor into a series or is it a one-off book?

I have always written one-off books. I think writing a sequel can be a bit risky. I suppose I 
could bring Bren’s character back for a later book and possibly have Evie in Bren’s 
imagination as a voice to help him through difficult times. I haven’t got any plans though.

What would your tips be to someone hoping to become a published author?

I have two main tips. Number one would be to read lots! You need to feed your inspiration 
and slowly your writing will get better by doing this. You just start to unconsciously pick up 
how to construct a good story. Tip number two is to be excited and enjoy it. If you are 
passionate and care about what you are doing you will be much more likely to succeed.

Did you ever face any difficulties getting your books published?

I was writing for 10 years before I got my first book published. It sounds like a long-time but 
all the rejections and feedback were really useful. It was definitely worth it now that I am a 
published author. You have to be really determined and accept that rejection is a part of 
the publishing process.

Which part of Furthermoor was your favourite to write?

I really like writing the big scenes with all the drama. So, any scene with Featherly was great 
to write. I also really like writing a twist into my books and putting in all the clues 
beforehand!

 What were your original ideas when creating the world of Furthermoor?

I like stained glass and jewels. I find I’m really drawn to the vivid imagery of the world. I 
wanted Furthermoor to be a place Bren can control hence why it is made of clockwork and 
lots of mechanical things that have been built. I also think the crows are cool. I love their 
shape and their attitude, I think they’re quite rock and roll.

Thank you to Darren for giving us this 
interview. 

If you would like to find out more about 
Darren and his books, you can find his 
website at: 
https://darrensimpsonwrites.co.uk/

You can also follow him on twitter at 
https://twitter.com/DarrenSimpson44

Darren’s most recent book, Furthermore, has been selected as one of the Nottingham ‘Big 
City Reads’ this summer. Free copies of four books are being left in various places around 
Nottingham - keep an eye out and see if you can find one! Take a look at the City of 
Literature website for more information: https://nottinghamcityofliterature.com/

https://darrensimpsonwrites.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/DarrenSimpson44
https://nottinghamcityofliterature.com/
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TRIP TO WARHAMMER WORLD
Report by Temperance Kilbey-Hay, Year 10

Two weeks ago, the George Spencer Warhammer Club was offered an exciting opportunity 
to participate in the battle honours event at Warhammer World in Nottingham. This is my 
experience as a club member.

Warhammer is a game and a hobby that 
everyone can join in and have fun with. You 
can focus on painting models,reading 
books,playing games (board games and 
video games) or learning lore building 
models.  Even if this hobby seems like a 
nerd's dream, it truly caters to everyone! 

As a semi-newbie to the club,I feel obligated to credit my friends for dragging me along. I 
had looked up Warhammer as I was interested in the concept but, joining the club felt 
daunting. When I went to my first club meet-up I loved it!  The club is like a family and even 
though different groups have different personalities, we all have tips and advice or general 
conversation all about our love of Warhammer. Casual players or newbies thrive in the 
setting with the ability to borrow your own sets to play and paint from the very generous 
Mr Solly providing an open door to the hobby.  

Some of the club members were able to go 
on the trip to the ‘hub world’ and explore the 
world of Warhammer. We represented 
George Spencer and competed against other 
schools in games, which we mostly won!  We 
were also able to go around the incredible 
dioramas and professionally painted figures 
for free. There were also opportunities to 
have free items from challenges such as a 
treasure hunt, and booklets describing what 
you have done with the hobby. 

The trip was an incredible experience to meet up with passionate staff and students and 
have fun- the main aim of Warhammer! If it sounds like something you would enjoy, the club 
meets after school on Fridays in AR2.
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#GSAREADS AND RECOMMENDS
Students have been lucky enough to read and review 
a number of new books this year thanks to some 
exciting opportunities from The Reading Agency and 
publishers. Anybody can join the group if they are 
interested in reading the book on offer and there 
have been readers from all year groups taking part 
this year. If you would like to find out more about 
some of the books we’ve read - and add them to your 
summer reading list - you can find them on the 
library website: 
https://sites.google.com/george-spencer.notts.sch.uk
/library/gsareads

https://sites.google.com/george-spencer.notts.sch.uk/library/gsareads
https://sites.google.com/george-spencer.notts.sch.uk/library/gsareads
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GET IN TOUCH
We would love to hear from you if:

● You are a student and would be interested in joining the news team
● You have an idea for an article for a future issue
● You would like to give us some feedback on this issue

Use this link to go straight to our contact form 
https://forms.gle/tbWrMJAAGJ6XDXZW9 

You can also email us at 
gsatimes@george-spencer.notts.sch.uk

Hidden in the grid below are the names of some of the countries taking part in the 
Commonwealth Games this summer.  There are two countries missing from the list that can 
be found on the grid, can you find them? The first person to send us an email with the 
correct answers will receive a prize in the new school year!

PUZZLE CORNER: COMMONWEALTH GAMES SPECIAL

https://forms.gle/tbWrMJAAGJ6XDXZW9
mailto:gsatimes@george-spencer.notts.sch.uk

