
This academic year has got off to a flying
start with Ms Stevens, the school
librarian, seeing unprecedented levels of
book withdrawals from the library in the
first half term. 
Over 1500 books have been loaned since
September, that's 300 more than the
highest ever total at this time of year. 
Congratulations to year 7 who registered
the most loans as a year group, with
over 70% of students withdrawing a
book, keep up the good work.

Celebrating Reading Culture!

Welcome to 'The Book Shelf', the half termly reading newsletter informing you about all
things reading culture at GSA. Here you will find updates about current reading events
taking place in school, useful information and links for supporting reading at home and a
celebration of the avid readers we have in our school community.

The following students were named
our 'Reading Superstars' for half term
1, being recognised in their year group
celebration assembly and receiving a
certificate and prize.

They were nominated by Ms Stevens
and Mr Furber for always having a
book in their hand, recommending
books and regularly encouraging
others to read, well done. 

Recognition and rewards for students
actively involved in reading in school
will continue each half term.

Reading Superstars, Half
Term 1

 

Year 7 - Harry Broughton-Mee
Year 8 - Imogen Lee
Year 9 - Ezra Draper

Year 10 - Maggie Dalby
Year 11 - Diya Giddu

 

 

Year 7 BookBuzz
Year 7 students each received their free
book before half term as part of the
BookBuzz initiative run by the BookTrust.  
Please encourage students to complete
at least one of the BookBuzz challenges
before December 16th. 



Recommended Reads, Events
and Challenges

There are lots of opportunities for students to
engage in reading at GSA, have a look at some of

our challenges and reading lists below and
make sure you visit the library e-Platform to

browse our titles:
https://georgespencer.eplatform.co/ 

Year 7 BookBuzz Challenge
Year 7 Students should aim to complete as
many BookBuzz Challenges as they can to win
prizes and rewards. Copies of the challenge
sheet were given out with the books and are
available from the library, challenges should be
completed by 16th December.

Non-Fiction November
'Non-Fiction November' celebrates all things
factual in reading. Our Media Ambassadors
have been busy reading and recommending
non-fiction sources. William Kemp-Eyre
recommended 'Immune' and described it as
using 'well worded metaphors and fantastically
illustrated diagrams to teach the reader about
biology even if they are not well versed in the
subject...it is brimming with facts!'. The school
also receives copies of Britannica Magazine,
which you can subscribe to at the following
website: 
www.britannicamagazine.co.uk

Anti-Bullying Week: 14th-18th
November
Anti-Bullying Week 2022 is coordinated by the
Anti-Bullying Alliance. It has the theme Reach
Out which came about following consultation
with teachers and students by the Anti-
Bullying Alliance. Both teachers and students
wanted a theme that empowered them to do
something positive to counter the harm and
hurt that bullying causes. There are a range of
books, curated by Ms Stevens, that address
these themes and promote the positive
messaging associated with the week.



Remembrance Day: Friday 11th
November
GSA marked this year's Remembrance Day
with a minute's silence on Friday 11th
November and a series of year group
assemblies that sought to develop students'
understanding of the history of the poppy as a
remembrance symbol and the stories of
sacrifice and heroism that mean the fallen
should always be remembered. There are a
range of age appropriate reads, both fiction
and non-fiction, that can be explored should
students wish to further their knowledge and
understanding of war and conflict. 

'BOOK PEN PALS' with GSA!
'Book Pen Pals' is a scheme that matches up authors with schools, the authors send book
recommendations and writing tips and the schools reply via postcard. Our author is Sarah
Daniels a local author and former book seller from Derby. She recently wrote her first novel
for young adults called 'The Stranded' which is available from the library. You can also collect
postcards from Ms Stevens to complete and send to Sarah.

https://georgespencer.eplatform.co/ - The school's e-Platform
where all our recommended reading lists can be found along
with audio-books, e-books and other brand new reads. 

https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/ 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/dyslexia-friendly-books 
 Does your child struggle to read due to dyslexia or visual
stress? Are they reluctant to engage with books or read for
pleasure? These websites work with the best writers and
illustrators to publish super-readable, accessible books that
help every child experience the joy of reading. There are a
superb range of suggested books to try and engage all readers
of any age. 

Useful Links and Information

Dyslexia Friendly Books

https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/

