
Welcome to 'The Book Shelf', the half termly reading newsletter informing you about all
things reading culture at GSA. Here you will find updates from half term 3 about current
reading events taking place in school, useful information and a celebration of the avid
readers we have in our school community.

The following students were named
our 'Reading Superstars' for half terms
2 and 3, being recognised in their year
group celebration assemblies and
receiving a certificate and an Amazon
voucher prize!

They were nominated by Ms Stevens
for their continued presence in the
library, frequent withdrawals from the
library and promotion of books to
other students:  

Special mentions go to Kevin Bakare
who is the leading borrower of manga
from the library so far this year and
Kieran Darnley who is the leading
borrower from the e-Platform. 

Reading Superstars, Half
Terms 2 and 3

 

Year 7 - Ramy Boukhanouf, Eva Obi,
Claudia Barto-Smith and Rakeisha

Mutandi
Year 8 - Kevin Bakare, Lauren Grummitt

Year 9 - Maria Benslimane, Kieran
Darnley

Year 10 - Amelia Barnes, Rhea Bola
Year 11 - Revan Shaleizi, Andrea Leung

 

The Reading Bingo Challenge is underway and will
run until July 12th. Students should read one book
from as many categories on the bingo card as they
can. 8 squares wins a Bronze award and a prize, 16
squares wins a Silver award and a prize and all
squares completed wins a Gold award and a prize.
Congratulations to Ezra Draper in year 9 who was
the first student to complete the Bronze award.



Recommended Reads, Events
and Challenges

There are lots of opportunities for students to
engage in reading at GSA, have a look at some of

our challenges and reading lists below and
make sure you visit the library e-Platform to

browse our titles:
https://georgespencer.eplatform.co/ 

If You Enjoy...Then Why Not
Try

To continue to promote students'
ability to read beyond their
curriculum areas we are developing  
lists of books that complement our
amazing range of subjects at GSA. 

Look out for the 'If You Enjoy...Then
Why Not Try' posters and displays
that are popping up in and around
the Library and subject areas.
Here's an example for Spanish. The
titles are available for borrowing
from the library and the e-Platform. 

Reads 'On Screen'
Seen it on screen and want to take
your interest further? Binge
watched it on Netflix and wonder
where the story originated from?
Check out our Recommended
Reading list of 'Screen Reads'. 

For example, the full range of
Lockwood and Co books, the young
adult, supernatural thriller that has
recently featured on Netflix, is
available in the library and from the
e-Platform.

Spotlight on...Star Wars: The High Republic by
Claudia Gray review by William Kemp-Eyre, Year 8
This book is well worth the read for any Star Wars fan. The book
has a solid story with well-written, relatable characters and
interesting tie-ins to the other stories in the High Republic.
There are a few issues in the pacing and it also struggles with
side stories that don't feel fulfilled by the end, overall 7/10.



Holocaust Memorial Day 

Holocaust Memorial Day took
place on 27th January, where
the millions of people
murdered during the
Holocaust and in more recent
genocides in Cambodia,
Rwanda and Darfur were
remembered. Books dealing
with some of these sensitive,
historical issues can be found
on our Holocaust Memorial
Day reading list. 

'National Teen Book Club'
Students in years 10 and 11 continue to have the opportunity to take part in the National Teen
Book Club. This is where students read selected books and get the opportunity to discuss
them with the authors in an online, national discussion. This month they have been reading
'Skin of the Sea' by Natasha Bowen and had previously read 'One of Us Is Lying' and 'met' with
Karen M. McManus to discuss good reading and writing habits. See Miss Stevens if you are
interested.

https://georgespencer.eplatform.co/ - The school's e-Platform
where all our recommended reading lists can be found along
with audio-books, e-books and other brand new reads. 

Blue Peter is giving a young writer the chance of a lifetime to
get their story brought to life by children's author, Tom
Fletcher. 
You will be asked to write an original short story, or poem
(under 400 words) about adventure with exciting characters
at the heart of it.
The winning author wins an amazing package that includes: 

Useful Links and Information

Competition Time: Blue Peter, Amazing Authors

The story being made into an audiobook and
animation to be shown on CBeebies Bedtime
Stories and Blue Peter
A behind-the-scenes experience of the
animation and publication process
A printed copy of their story 
A framed still from the animation 
A Blue Peter competition winner's badge
The competition is open to everyone aged
between 5 and 15 and the closing date is
5pm on Wednesday 8th March.


